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THE PYNCHON HOME

518 Adams Avenue
Huntsville, Alabama

HISTORIGAL DATA:
Built in 1835,

Ownership:

Mrs., Susan Glarke, in 1835, bought the land from
" Benjamin Pathberson and James J. Pleasants for .
$1,700, 8She built her home the same year.

Mrs. Pemelia Bibb bought this home in 1844, pay~
ing for it $10,000. .

Mrs. Margaret MecClung was the third owner df the
house, 1859 . The same year she sold.

John J, Faokler purchaeed this home three déys
after Mrs. MoeClung became its owner, He paid to
her $2,000 more than she had paid for the placs,

Ellzabeth M. Faockler inherited this home from
her husband, John J. Fackler, in 1871, Mrs,
Fagkler died in December of the same year, leav-~
ing the property to her daughter, Sarah Pynchon,

Sarah Fackler Pynchon inherited this home from’
her mother, Mrs. Ellzabeth M. Fackler, in 187l.

Calvin Morgan Fackler, of D&nville, Kentucky,
inherited this property from his aunt, Mrs.
Pynchon,. in 1924. He still owngs the place.

Present Ocoupant: M. H. May.
Mre. Busﬁn.ﬂlarke~

'Widcw of Willism Clarke, once a eaptain in.the
femous Virginla Blue Reglment. Following the
War of 1812, Captain Clarke and his wife Susan -
came 1o Alabama from Richmond, Virginis, *The =

- Clarkes first settled in a log eabin near Shelter:

" Caverns, but later removed to a large plantation
near MOGresville, whiesh the captain.managed 80~ S
well that his fortune inareased staadily; Gap~ 59 9
_taln,clarke died in 1833, . - - _.hﬁ 2

Not earing ‘bo StﬂY Qut 011 the Pl&n‘tatig
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THE PYNCHON HOME

Mra.

Mrs.

John

her husband's death, Mrs. CGlarke purchased this
lot in Huntsville in 1835. Here she buil% her
hone,

Pamelia Bibb:

Daughter of Robert and Sara Watkins Thompson,
Mrs. Bibb's parents had migrated from Virginia and
sattled at Belle Mina.

Wife of Thamas Bibh, second governcr of the State
of Alabama. She died in 1859.

Margaret MoClung:

Widow of Colonel James W. McClung, legislater -from
Madison gounty, brother of Alexander McClung the
ncﬁed-&uellist.

Jo Fﬁﬂkler; _—

Ootton cammission.merehant from New Orleans, Iir.
Fackler remodeled the home, adding many rooms
until he had a nineteen room house. This was the
great period of this homes history. -

"Fackler had five children, Gypsy, Sarah Morgan,
.wife of DPr, Pynchon, John, William, and Calvin,

" .No party wes too lavish for them and their friends,

no festivity too frequent or too grand to overshadow
the beauty of the home,

~'ﬂ01d.residents 6f the county describe with pleasant -

.reccllections the masguerades and cotillions they
attended there., The noise of string instruments,

the odor of perfume and frowers, the spirit of the
hoop-skirt end smertness of the swallowetail coat

maﬁs the mansion rock with gayaty.

Grounds*

1fThe grounds around this home were laid out by an .

English gardener. The terrace overlooks a sunksn
garden, - Tall trees shade the whole house. Boxwoed

'_borﬁers the walk, In front stand two English vew

trees, each nearly a hundred years old and rarities
for this section.

Scuree of M&terial Hiatoric Homes, by Pat Jones, "

thtaville Times, April 23, 1933,
 foirieewes /)76 x7 Fe &
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THE PYNCHON HOME
518 Adams Avenue
Huntsville, Alabama

| ARCHITECTURAT, MERTT AND DATA:

The reason for selection of this structure is that it
represents another type of Huntsvill® #id,indirectly,.

of the Tennessee Valley house. It shows marked Virginia
influence and not the forceful Qvee¢k Revival inspiration.
The Greek Revival is only apparent in mouldings and the
Ionic capitals of the one story wood enbtrance porch and
the window heads. The side gable treatment, with two
fireplace chimneys, is of marked interest and uniqueness.
Extengive two story slave quarters are still in existence
in the rear of the house. The interior is surprisingly
¢rude and not 1n.consistency with the exterior.

Sou’rce' of Material:

_ E. Walter Burkhardt District Aﬁminiatrater, HABS,
Alabama Polytechnic Tustitute, Auburn, Alabama.
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